
Frequently Asked Questions
At-Home COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Test Kits

1. Why is my child being given an At-Home COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Test kit?
The state is providing one At-Home COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Test kit to every student. We
encourage you to test your child upon receipt of the test. This will help limit the spread of
COVID-19 as school resumes following winter break.

2. How do I administer the test?
Carefully read and follow the instructions included in the kit.

3. Who should administer the tests?
Parents or persons in parental relation should administer the test to their child.

4. How long do we have to wait for results?
After administering the test, results will be available in 10-15 minutes.

5. When should we use this test?
As soon as possible upon receipt. Ideally, parents are encouraged to test their children prior to
sending them back to school following winter break. Keep in mind, the test results only show if
your student has COVID-19 on the day the test is administered. The tests may be used
regardless of vaccination status.

6. What should I do if my child tests positive?
● Keep your child home and away from others.
● Isolate, regardless of vaccination status.
● If asymptomatic, stay out of school and self report. Follow up with your healthcare

provider and get a PCR or NAAT test to confirm the positive result. If a lab based PCR
result within 48 hours of the original positive is negative, the at-home is considered a
false positive.

● Contact the school nurse to determine your child’s return to school date.
● Submit the Positive COVID-19 Home Test Results Form to ECDOH.

7. What should I do if my child tests negative?
If the test is negative, you can send your child to school. You do not need to share the results
of a negative test with the school or county.

8. Is this mandatory?
These tests are being distributed as a proactive precautionary measure. While this is not
mandatory, you are strongly encouraged to test your child to help prevent the spread of
COVID-19 in our community and within our schools.

https://www3.erie.gov/covid/form/form-to-report-a-positive-covid-

